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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see Applicant's remark, filed on 11/09/2005, with respect 
to the rejection(s)of claim(s) 1-6 under 103(b) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Taisuke Konishi et al. 
(Patent No.: JP411225099A). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3. and 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103fa) as being 
unpatentable over Nochida Hitoshi (Pub, No.: JP 10093503A) in view of Taisuke 
Konishi et al. (Patent No.: JP411225099A). 

Regarding claims 1 and 6 . Nochida Hitoshi teaches a method and a receiver 
device comprising (see figure 1 ): 

a plurality of antennas having different antenna gains (see figure 1, antenna la, 
1b, page 2, [0009]); 
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an antenna switching device for selecting one of reception signals received by 
the plurality of antennas (see figure 1, switch 3, switch 2, page 2, [0009]), and supplying 
the selected reception signal to a signal processor arranged subsequent to the antenna 
switching device (see figure 1 , RF controller 6, page 2, [0009]); 

a detector for detecting the level of a reception signal from each antenna (see 
figure 1, RSSI detector 7, page 2, [0009]); 

a controller for controlling the antenna switching device for selecting a reception 
signal having a lower level than a maximum input level of the signal processor, in 
accordance with detection result from the detector (see figure 1 , page 2-3, [0009-001 5]). 

It should be notice that Nochida fails to teach the controller operates to control 
the antenna switching device, in a manner such that once the level of a reception signal 
supplied to the signal processor becomes lower than a predetermined level, an antenna 
having a higher antenna gain than that of an antenna being selected is selected. 
However, Taisuke Konishi teaches such features (see figures 1-4, pages 1-2). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Taisuke Konishi into view of 
Nochida in order to offer the diversity reception equipment with which the diversity 
effectiveness does not deteriorate as suggested by Taisuke Konishi at page 1, [0004]. 

Regarding claim 2, Nochida Hitoshi further teaches a receiver device wherein 
the controller has a judger for judging a reception state of each antenna; and when 
there are a plurality of antennas capable of receiving signals without any troubles, the 
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antenna switching device is controlled so as to select a reception signal from an 
antenna having a low antenna gain (see page 3, [0013-0014], threshold comparation). 

Regarding claim 3, Nochida Hitoshi further teaches a receiver device wherein 
the plurality of antennas are located close to one another, wherein the controller 
operates to control the antenna switching device, in a manner such that once the level 
of a reception signal supplied to the signal processor approaches a maximum input 
level of the signal processor, an antenna having a lower antenna gain than that of an 
antenna being selected is selected (see page 3, [0013-0014]). 

Regarding claim 5, Taisuke further teaches a receiver device wherein the 
controller operates to control the antenna switching device, in a manner such that once 
a reception signal of each antenna becomes lower than a predetermined level, a 
reception signal from an antenna having a high antenna gain is selected, and that when 
there are plurality of reception signals having a higher level than the predetermined 
level, a reception signal from an antenna having a low antenna gain is selected (see 
pages 1-2). 
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Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan A. Pham whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-8097. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 
8:00 AM-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499 and 
IF PAPER HAS BEEN MISSED FROM THIS OFFICIAL ACTION PACKAGE, PLEASE 
CALL Customer Service at (571) 272-2600 FOR THE SUBSTITUTIONS OR COPIES 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 

information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 

more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct. uspto. gov . Should you 

have question on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 

Center (BBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). X 
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